


“You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of faith is now 

your home country. You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. 

You belong here, with as much right to the name Christian as 

anyone. God is building a home. He’s using us all—irrespective 

of how we got here—in what he is building. He used the 

apostles and prophets for the foundation. Now he’s using you, 

fitting you in brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as 

the cornerstone that holds all the parts together. We see it taking 

shape day after day—a holy temple built by God, all of us built 

into it, a temple in which God is quite at home.”

-Ephesians 2:19-22 

(The Message)
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“Where the unity sought in the Roman world came through 

conquest and uniformity to Rome’s ways, the victory of God 

comes so differently that it is unrecognizable to the world. ‘The 

powers that triumph over Christ was their own defeat.’…in their 

defeat of Christ, they show themselves still remaining under the 

ways that lead to death and have always led to death since 

Genesis 4. Through death to the ways that lead to death—in 

blood—God in Christ has brought an end to those ways and 

raised up a people who die with Christ to witness reconciliation 

and unity in Christ.” 

-Kyle Fever

(Working Preacher Commentary)
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• love and sacrifice (John 15:12-13)

• confession, praying for one another (James 5:16)

• loving each other, offering hospitality, serving (1 Peter 4:8-11)

• unity, sympathy, love, tender hearts, humble minds (1 Peter 3:8)





“…everything about the way we look is more familiar to other 

people than it is to us. I don’t watch myself laugh in a mirror. I 

don’t know what I look like when I’m angry. I can’t recognize fear 

on my own face…it’s why we get all weird when we see 

ourselves on video…

-Emily P. Freeman
Next Right Thing, podcast episode 95



…As familiar as I am with myself, I’m on the inside looking out. 

And though my knowledge of myself is thorough, it isn’t 

complete. I need other people to help me see myself fully. And 

so, we sit across small tables in coffee shops and dare to ask 

curious questions. We let ourselves say what we really think 

rather than what we’re supposed to think…

-Emily P. Freeman
Next Right Thing, podcast episode 95



…in all of this we are practicing friendship. I practice seeing you 

and letting you see me. Why does this matter? Because our 

friends show us what we can’t see on our own. While we are the 

ever experts at highlighting our own weaknesses, shortcomings 

and inabilities, our friends reflect back beauty. They remind us 

who we really are. They remind us we don’t have to do this 

alone. They’re the eyes outside our bodies. I’m learning to trust 

what they see…

-Emily P. Freeman
Next Right Thing, podcast episode 95



…friends may not always provide us the security we long for. 

Sometimes they simply offer us a safe place to feel insecure. So 

while we move through our week…let’s be people who practice 

showing up for each other, who believe true things about 

ourselves and on behalf of each other, who remember where we 

come from and to whom we belong, who stand in the gap for 

each other, who say hard things when the time is right and do 

hard things when times are hard.” 

-Emily P. Freeman
Next Right Thing, podcast episode 95




